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Elegant Opening at Somerhill

The art world was out in force to celebrate the newest reincarnation of Joe Rowand’s Somerhill Gallery in a new
space in Durham’s Venable Center on Roxboro Road during the weekend of July 11-12. A standing room only
crowd filled the sleek new halls on Saturday and chatted over cocktails about the beauty of the space (designed
by Phil Szostak) and the tall ceilings.

But the real party was the night before, when Rowand pulled out the stops to entertain the créme de la créme of
Triangle society with a glamorous dinner party in the new gallery space. All the right names were there: Reynolds
Price, Tom Kenan Ill, Larry Wheeler, Georgia Kyser, Betty Kenan,

Mrs. Bill Burns and of course the grand dame of Durham,

philanthropist Mary Duke Biddle Trent Semans, a staunch supporter

of the arts who played a key role in the development of the NC

School of the Arts.

Somerhill artists were in attendance as well, including featured artist

Richard Pratt and gallery favorite Carol Bechtel. All in all a grand

weekend to celebrate the new look for one of the Triangle’s most

venerable galleries.

— Louis St. Lewis

Moving Midway Premieres in Raleigh

Following two openings in New York City, Godfrey Cheshire’s

acclaimed film Moving Midway — hailed by The New York Times as

“an extraordinarily rich documentary, which takes up the agonies

and ironies of Southern history with remarkable wit, empathy and

learning” — premieres in Raleigh Sept. 19 at the Rialto Theater in

Five Points, with additional screenings in Chapel Hill and Cary.

Moving Midway examines plantation life, race issues, family bonds

and the mythic capability of film to define the culture of the South as

Cheshire’s family’s plantation in Eastern Wake County is physically

moved to make way for development along the Interstate-540 corridor. As events and discoveries unfold during
the making of the film, audiences are captivated by the authenticity and drama of a real life look at the South —
with several surprises.

Cheshire, who has become a noted film critic in New York City, has created a unique documentary described as
“tenderhearted, tough-minded, witty and wise” by The Village Voice — and it all happens right here in Raleigh.

Go to www.movingmidway.com for more on the film and the Raleigh premiere.
Radio Man Tom Joyner Tells It Like It Is In New Book

Tom Joyner is still in the area memory bank from his days in the mid-"90s as the host of his own afternoon call-in
program on 680 WPTF-AM. But Joyner’s real day job was buying and selling radio stations. His stint at WPTF was
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